
 

Classical Civilisation A Level  
 

Here are some ideas for whiling away those wonderful summer days in readiness for 
your A Level in Classical Civilisation.  This does repeat some of the suggestions I 
have given before but also a few others to bring you into the 
wonderful world of the Classical Greeks and Romans!   
 

 
 
 

You could start reading some of your set texts.  For your 2 
first year modules, (the ‘World of the Hero’ & ‘Greek Theatre’) 
there are four books that you will need in lessons.  The two 
we will start with are:  
 
 

You can get good 
overviews of these 
texts, with guides to characters, plot and themes from sites 
such as: 

 Schmoop - https://www.schmoop.com 

 Course Hero - https://www.coursehero.com 

 Sparknotes - https://www.sparknotes.com 
 
The other books that you will need after Christmas, for 
the rest of the ‘Greek Tragedy’ module are: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Greek Gods appear regularly in all of the texts we 
study - so have 

fun researching the tangled world of the 
Olympian gods.  You could start out with a 
‘basic’ family tree while also considering 
their main roles / function [i.e. Aphrodite – 
goddess of love) of the following gods: 

Homer’s ‘The Odyssey’ (Penguin 
Classics) 2003.  Translated by E.V.Rieu Sophocles’ ‘The Three Theban 

Plays’: (Penguin Classics) 1984.  
Translated by Robert Fagles. 

Aristophanes’ ‘Frogs’ (Cambridge Translations from Greek 
Drama) 2014. Translated by Judith Affleck & Clive Letchford. 

Euripides’ ‘Bacchae’ (Cambridge Translations from 
Greek Drama) 2000.  Edited by David Franklin. 

Feel free to find out more about their love 
lives and stories associated with them – 

however this could get quite complicated!! 

They are truly a quite dysfunctional and 
convoluted family. 

You may already know some of them 
through reading/watching Percy Jackson etc. 

Textbooks 

The Greek Gods 

https://www.schmoop.com/
https://www.coursehero.com/
https://www.sparknotes.com/


 
 

 Zeus, 

 Poseidon 

 Hades 

 Hera 

 Hestia 

 Demeter 

 Aphrodite 

 Apollo 

 Artemis 

 Athena 

 Hermes 

 Hephaestus 

 Dionysus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Find out why these four Greek heroes are so 

famous in myth:  

 Odysseus   

 Agamemnon 

 Menelaus 

 Achilles  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Greek Gods appear regularly in all of the texts we 

study - so one of your first-year modules is all about Greek 

theatre - Find out a bit about how the Greek theatre worked:  
 

 Who is the Greek God of theatre?  

 What is he also god of? 

 Why did they wear 

masks? 

 Create a basic timeline, of 

when the following three 

playwrights were alive and 

label whether they are comic or 

tragic playwrights: 

 Sophocles 

 Euripides 

 Aristophanes 

You may already know about the famous battle of Troy, 
from watching the film ‘Troy’, or Horrible Histories etc.  

Or again, if you want to find out even more about Greek 
heroes, an easy read is, Stephen Fry’s ‘Heroes’ 

You may already know about the Greeks and their love 
of Theatre from websites like the BBC Bitesize site  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39 
Or if you want to get a more detailed and humorous 
take on it you could listen to Natalie Hayne’s take on 

these three playwrights as she ‘Stands up for the 
Classics’ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b077x8pc 

 

 

If you want to delve even 
further into the Greek deities 

then I wholly recommend, 
Stephen Fry’s ‘Mythos’. 

The Greek Heroes 

The Greek Theatre 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b077x8pc


 
 
In Homer’s Odyssey, the hero Odysseus comes across 
various characters. (The Study guides may help you!!) - 

Find out who/what they are and if they are goodies or baddies: 
 

  
 
 
 

 
Although everything you read is going to be in translation, 
you are going to come across a few words in Greek 

(usually themes) or specialist terms in literature. Find out the definitions of the 
following words: 

 

 

 Eumeus 

 Odysseus 

 The Sirens 

 Athena 

 Scylla 

 Charybdis 

 Penelope 

 Polyphemus 

 nostos 

 xenia 

 aiodos 

 kleos 

 oikos 
 

 polis 

 hamartia 

 anagnorisis 

 hubris 
 

The Odyssey 

The Language 

The Greek terms 
are in italic 

You could also watch Bettany Hughes recent 
television series “A Greek Odyssey”, on Channel 5 – 

where she follows the journey of Odysseus 
https://www.channel5.com/show/a-greek-odyssey-

with-bettany-hughes/ 

Happy 
Researching 
and enjoy!!! 

 

https://www.channel5.com/show/a-greek-odyssey-with-bettany-hughes/
https://www.channel5.com/show/a-greek-odyssey-with-bettany-hughes/

