
 

English Language and Literature A Level 
  

Welcome to A Level English Language and Literature…  
  
During the first year of this two year course you will be developing the tools 
necessary to interrogate and analyse fiction and non-fiction texts. This year you will 
read and analyse a novel, a collection of poetry, and a wide variety of non-fiction 
texts, including blog posts, online chat forums, travel writing, adverts, real 
conversations, and much more.  
  
The exam board is AQA and you can find more information about the course on the 
exam board website: www.aqa.org.uk  
 
You will need to buy a copy of the set text – which this year is Dracula by Bram 
Stoker. This is the only set text you will need to buy this year as the others are 
provided for you.  
In your first year you will study the section of the course entitled ‘Telling Stories’.  
In this are the following three areas:  

1. Remembered Places  
2. Imagined worlds  
3. Poetic Voices  

  

AO1: Apply concepts and methods from integrated linguistic and literary study as 
appropriate, using associated terminology and coherent written expression.  

AO2: Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in texts  

AO3: Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the contexts in 
which texts are produced and received  

AO4: Explore connections across texts, informed by linguistic and literary concepts 
and methods  

  
Embodied and Schematic Knowledge…  
  
Look at the following words:  
  
Japan  cat Columbia    tree      London  
  
When we hear or see language, we draw upon different areas of knowledge to 
interpret them.  
  
What images does each word conjure for you?  
  
When we have direct experience of the place or object, we can describe this 
as embodied knowledge.  
  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 
Even if we do not have direct experience, we often have an idea of it gained from a 
variety of sources. This is our schematic knowledge.  
  
Compare your knowledge of what each word represents. What do you notice about 
your sources of your schematic knowledge?  
  

  
What is Gothic fiction?  
  
What are the characteristics of a gothic fiction? Stories or films?  
  
Look at the opening of this film:  
https://youtu.be/jafd0JspzK0  
What kind of story do you think it is?  
  
  
What elements can you identify in the opening shots that indicate the type of story it 
is?  
  
  
Are there any other clues that indicate what type of story it might be?  
   
What do you think might happen? 
 
How does combining language and literature work?  
  
Read the following from Bram Stoker’s Dracula…  
  
‘Soon we were hemmed in with trees, which in places arched right over the roadway 
till we passed as through a tunnel; and again great frowning rocks guarded us boldly 
on either side.’  
 
We can identify the language – the lexical choices (words) and the way the 
sentences have been constructed…  
  

https://youtu.be/jafd0JspzK0


 
Identify at least one example of the following: noun, adjective, 
verb, pronoun, adverb. (Look up the definitions if you don’t know what these are).  

  
What feeling is the writer trying to convey?  
  
How does the writer use imagery?  
  
What do you notice about the narrative voice?  
Write a paragraph which combines your ideas and answers the question:  
How does the writer present the place in the extract?  
  
  
  

  



 

What will I need?  
  
For each lesson you will need:  

 An A4 pad for writing notes  
 At least one folder with dividers  
 Pens  
 Highlighters  
 Texts  

There are student books for the course which you can buy to help with your studies:  
  
A/AS Level English Language and Literature for AQA Student 
Book Author(s):Marcello Giovanelli, Andrea Macrae, Felicity Titjen, Ian Cushing, 
Marcello Giovanelli  
ISBN:9781107465664  
  
  
You will need a copy of Dracula and in the second year, a copy of a play and another 
novel, titles to be confirmed.  
 
A free copy of Dracula can be found here:  
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/345/345-h/345-h.htm  
And it should be free on Kindle.  
  
The other texts will be provided (Paris Anthology and Carol Ann Duffy poetry).  

  

Look forward to seeing you next term. 
  
 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/345/345-h/345-h.htm

