
 

Geology A Level 

Welcome to Geology. This handout is designed to give you helpful information 

about the subject and about the course.  

Teacher (A Level Geology): Kirsten Bradley-Watson                  

The A Level Course 

This is a linear syllabus that has been developed to provide a logical progression 
from the earth science topics you have studied in Science at GCSE, through to 
geologically related degrees at University.  All students will receive an A Level grade 
after the successful completion of two years of study. After completing mock exams 
at the end of the first year of study you will be graded, which will be a good indicator 
of your final grade. Only those students who pass the first year of study will be able 
to continue to the second year. 

External Examinations 

Students will be entered for 3 A level exams in June 2022. I will provide access to 
past examination papers (with answers) well before the examination so that you can 
practise them. Look at the OCR website www.ocr.org.uk 

A Level Geology - Exams 

 Fundamentals of Geology -  June 2022 (41% of total A Level) 

 Scientific Literacy in Geology-  June 2022 (37% of total A Level) 

 Practical Skills in Geology – June 2022 (22% of total A Level) 

Practical Endorsement –In class assessment through lab based tasks, fieldwork and 
evaluative assessments). 

 
There are 7 modules that you will study over the two years, these are: 
 
Module 1 – Development of Practical Skills in Geology 
Module 2 – Foundations in Geology 
Module 3 – Global Tectonics 
Module 4 – Interpreting the past 
Module 5 – Petrology and economic geology 
Module 6 - Geohazards 
Module 7 – Basin Analysis 

 

  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/


 

Succeeding at A Level 

As you already know from studying towards your GCSEs you need to work hard and 
revise to be successful. However, there is a lot of work to cover at A Level and it is a 
different way of studying! You will have to work independently as well as in lessons if 
you are to succeed. It is therefore essential that you maintain excellent attendance 
and you keep up to date with work as you go along, seeking clarification about any 
topic that you find difficult.      

 Attendance is compulsory. There is no time to revisit work that has 
been missed and you will also miss out on opportunities to develop 
practical skills. It is your responsibility to copy up any work missed 
and find out about any homework. 

 Homework. This will be set regularly and must be completed on time  

 Practical skills. These are developed throughout the course to 
prepare you for assessment in the lab practicals.  

 Topic tests will be taken at the end of each topic and graded; these 
will help to prepare you for the end of the year exams.  

 

Starting a Geology File 
 
This is a very important document, for the quality of your file will have an effect on your 
grade.  You first need to obtain an A4 ring binder, so your notes can be put in.  You 
need to make sure that you bring the file with you to each lesson, as you will 
frequently be asked to refer back to earlier work in your file. 
 
Your file is important because it is where you will assemble and collate the notes you 
have taken in class.  You must make sure that your notes are in order and complete.  
After each lesson you will need to look back over the work you have done and make 
sure you understand them.  If not, you should read the appropriate section in your 
OCR textbook and also seek advice from the lecturer.  The file will also be an important 
source of information, when you are doing tasks in lessons and for home learning.  
Don’t forget to use it!   
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Reading and Resources List for A Level Geology 
 
  Course Textbook: Geology for A level and AS  

ISBN Number 9781911208143 
 
   

 
 
 

Essential for A level Geology: you will need to purchase your own copy. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  



 

Background reading for Geologists 
 

       
 

        
 

        
 
 
 



 

      
 
 

      
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Films for Geologists 
 

    
 
 

     
 

     
 



 

     
 

    
 
 

    
 
 
  



 

To prepare for the beginning of the A Level Geology course in 
September: 
 

 Purchase an A4 file/ paper for your notes. 

 Buy the OCR textbook and look through it to get an idea of the type of topics 
we will cover 

 Visit the geology “you tube channel” and watch one of the liked videos “The 
History of Earth – how our planet formed” – a national Geographic 
documentary. 

 Draw or print out a geological column and begin to learn the periods and eras 
of geological time.  

 

 
 


